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The curious,
beautiful,
macabre...
and magical

Connie Daley
NEWS CORRESPONDENT

FOR 150 years, Weston Park Muse-
um has reflected how people have
gathered and treasured aspects of
the world around them. Now a new
exhibition examines the curious,
beautiful, macabre and magical
connections people have made to
the land.

Curated by Heavy Water Collec-
tive, artists Maud Haya-Baviera,
Victoria Lucas and Joanna Whit-
tle, Gathering Landscapes presents
more than 400 objects from Shef-
field’s vast and eclectic museum
collections, spanning art and ar-
chacology through to natural sci-
ence and sodial history.

Among the highlights are a light-
box display of glass lantern slides
containing remarkable biological
specimens collected in the 19th cen-
tury by Henry Clifton Sorby which
contain examples of marine plants
and organisms that he gathered
whilst out at sea and preserved in
a laboratory he constructed in the
cabin of his boat. Sorby, who lived
from 1826 to 1908, was born in At-
tercliffe, Sheffield and became an
eminent, self-educated microsco-
pist and geologist.

There are artworks which ex-
plore themes of witchcraft, folk
magic and superstition, and collec-
tion objects including stone balls
from Arbor Low, Derbyshire and
Nairobi, Kenya, vessels from Bronze
Age burials collected by Victorian
antiquarian Thomas Bateman, and
historic glass unguent bottles used
to collect the tears of mourners.

There isalso a collection of ob-
jects inspired and linked to moun-
tain ranges, including rock and
mineral and volcanic ash samples
and artworks. And also featuring

are striking ‘salon-style’ visual art
displays which echo Weston Park
Museum’s Victorian origins, bring-
ing together historic and contem-
porary works by JMW Turner,
Edward Bawden, Paul Nash, Joshua
Renolds, Chloe Dewe Matthews,
Brian Clarke and Margaret Mellis.

A spokesman from Heavy Wa-
ter Collective said: “Having such a
unique opportunity to explore Shef-
field Museum’s collections has been
a truly inspiring experience.

“We have unearthed so much
rich material relating to human's
engagements with the land, raising
questions about what matters in a
changing environment. This exhibi-
tion is part of the Heavy Water Col-
lective’s commitment to bringing
UK-based archives and collections
into public view, through the de-
velopment of artworks, exhibitions
and public programme.”

Sheffield’s collections include
more than one million items. Origi-
nally formed through donations
from the Sheffield Literary and
Philosophical Society, these col-
lections were the basis for Weston
Park Museum when it opened in
1875. A bequest from John Newton
Mappin then provided the founda-
tions for the city’s art collection,
later complemented by JG Graves’
gifts between 1929 and 1943,

Lucy Cooper, Exhibitions and
Display Curator at Sheffield Muse-
ums said: ““The majority of Shef-
field's museum collection is the
result of dedication, passion and
generosity. So much of this vast and
eclectic collection is united by the
connection if offers to the world
around us.”

Gathering Landscapes: 150 Years of
Collecting at Weston Park Museum
continues until November 1 2026.

UNUSUAL ANGLE: Top, artist Maud Haya-Baviera with the Statue of one of Medeas Children at the exhibition at at Weston Park Museum, Sheffield;
above, from left, Heavy Water Collective, artists Maud Haya-Baviera, Victoria Lucas and Joanne Whittle; Joanne Whittle with her work.
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